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and found a letter to the froveditor of Corfu, announcing
ihe despatch of three thousand sequins, which he was to
spend on the restoration of the old fortress. Unfortunately
the money was not there; God knows with what pleasure I
should have taken it had it been otherwise!
I tried to force the door of the chancery with my chisel,
but soon saw that it was impossible. I decided to make a
hole in the panelling. With my 'pike I smashed and battered
as well as I could, the monk helping me with the chisel,
and both of us trembling at the noise we made.
In half an hour the hole was large enough, but it pre-
sented a terrific appearance, for the edges were splintered
and broken, and bristling with sharp points, like the spikes
on the top of a wall; it was about five feet from the ground.
Putting two stools one on the other, we mounted on them,
and taking Balbi first by the thighs and then by the ankles, I
managed to lower him in safety. There was no one to help
me, so I stuck my head and shoulders through as far as I
could, and told the monk to drag me over the splinters, and
not to stop, even if I reached the other side in pieces; he
obeyed, and I arrived in frightful pain, with my hips and
thighs torn and bleeding.
We ran down another staircase, at the bottom of which
was the great door of the royal staircase. At one glance I
saw that it was impossible to get through that without a
mine to blow it up, or a catapult to beat it down. My poor
pike seemed to say: Hie finis fosuit.
Calm, resigned and perfectly tranquil, I sat down, saying
to the monk: CI have done, it is for God or fortune to do
the rest. I don't know if the palace sweepers will come to-
day, as it is a holiday—All Saints Day, or to-morrow, which
is All Souls. If any one does come, I shall make a run for it
as soon as I see the door open, but otherwise, I shall not
move from here, if I die of hunger.*
At this speech the poor man flew into a rage, calling me
roadman, seducer, liar. I let him rave without paying any

